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captives have escaped, most are still
lost, likely subjected to forced mar-
riages, religious conversions, sexual
trafficking, slavery, and possibly
forced to carry out suicide bombings on
behalf of Boko Haram.

According to UNICEF, 39 out of 89
Boko Haram suicide bombings in 2015
were carried out by women, and the
number of children involved in suicide
bombings increased tenfold in just one
year. The fact that children are being
used as weapons in Boko Haram’s ter-
ror campaign speaks to the inhumanity
and total disregard for life that is at
the core of this terrorist group’s per-
verse ideology. As Boko Haram in-
creasingly relies upon women and chil-
dren to carry out its attacks, survivors
who have lived through such unimagi-
nable ordeals are often met with sus-
picion when they return to their com-
munities. Such marginalization ex-
tends their suffering.

In a letter to Nigeria’s bishops, Pope
Francis wrote: ‘“Do not grow tired of
doing what is right.” He urged: ‘“‘Go
forward on the way of peace. Accom-
pany the victims! Come to the aid of
the poor! Teach the youth!” I could not
agree more. We must keep fighting to
ensure that all Nigerians can live in
peace and that young girls everywhere
can pursue an education without fear
of violence or intimidation.

——————

NATIONAL HEALTHCARE
DECISIONS DAY

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I am
pleased to recognize that Saturday,
April 16, 2016, was National Healthcare
Decisions Day. National Healthcare
Decisions Day exists to inspire, edu-
cate, and empower the public and pro-
viders about the importance of advance
care planning. Started by a Richmond
attorney as a local grassroots initia-
tive in Virginia, NHDD became an an-
nual event in 2008, and today it is rec-
ognized across all 50 States. Faith-
based groups, doctors and nurses, hos-
pitals, patients, and caregivers alike
are engaged in these efforts. NHDD is
an opportunity for all Americans to
discuss their preferences and goals
with family and friends—and this
starts with filling out an advance di-
rective.

In the last year, we have made real
progress in giving Americans access to
the clear, consistent, and concise infor-
mation they need to make critical
health care decisions, and there is a
growing awareness of the need to
transform advanced care, both among
providers and families.

In my own State of Virginia, the gen-
eral assembly recently designated
April as Advance Care Planning Month.
Around the Commonwealth, Virginians
are innovating and creating new mod-
els of care to provide patients with the
tools and support to make their own
advanced care decisions. For example,
the Richmond Academy of Medicine’s
Honoring Choices Initiative is a part-
nership with three major health care
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systems working to adopt nationally
recognized best practices and adapting
them to the needs of patients, families,
doctors, and hospitals in central Vir-
ginia. On the ground, Virginians are
holding dozens of events this month to
encourage individuals to fill out an ad-
vance directive.

This year has been a significant one
at the national level as well. For the
first time, Medicare providers are
being compensated for spending time
with their patients to discuss their
health care decisions. And I am pleased
that the bipartisan Care Planning Act,
which I introduced again this last year
with Senator ISAKSON, has gained more
support than ever, including from near-
ly 90 health and senior advocacy
groups. The purpose of the Care Plan-
ning Act is to align the care people
want with the level of care they get. It
doesn’t limit choices; it works to make
sure people are made fully aware of the
broad range of choices they have. The
growing support for this legislation
demonstrates just how far the con-
versation around advance care plan-
ning has come. While physician reim-
bursement is an important first step,
the Care Planning Act provides a
strong, bipartisan foundation for Con-
gress as we consider how to further em-
power patients to make informed
choices about their own care.

I am working to advance this con-
versation wherever I can. For example,
Senator ISAKSON and I are cochairs of
the Finance Committee’s bipartisan
chronic care working group, and we are
looking at a broad range of policies so
that chronically ill patients receive
the highest quality care at all stages of
illness, especially towards the end of
life. We are not going to pass the Care
Planning Act in full as a part of that
process, but I see this process as a real
way to move the ball forward. While
this process remains a work in
progress, I am hopeful that we will be
able to get some of these bipartisan
provisions done.

I know how important this is not just
from my time serving as a Governor
and as a Senator but through the eyes
of a loved one who struggled with these
issues. My own mother suffered from
Alzheimer’s disease for 10 years, and
for 9 of those years, she couldn’t speak.
My father, sister, and I found grappling
with the challenges of caring for her
difficult. The difficulty was greater be-
cause, when she was first diagnosed,
my family didn’t take the opportunity
to talk in an honest and fully informed
way with her and her health care pro-
viders about the full array of health
care options available or about what
her priorities would be during the final
years of her life.

Care planning is a subject that most
people do their best to avoid, but on
National Healthcare Decisions Day, I
urge all Americans to fill out an ad-
vance directive and to have these con-
versations. I also urge my fellow pol-
icymakers to continue engaging in this
dialogue to improve advanced care
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planning at all levels—Federal, State,
local—so that at the end of the day, we
are empowering Americans and their
loved ones.

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO JAMES WAGNER

e Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, today I
am honored to recognize in the RECORD
James W. Wagner, a leader at the helm
of one of Georgia’s great institutions of
higher education, Emory University.

After 13 years as president of Emory
University, Mr. Wagner will soon be
stepping down from his position. I feel
I would be remiss if I did not mark
some of his achievements at Emory
here in the RECORD, as the success of
Emory University and its students has
made a difference to our Nation.

Emory University’s reputation as a
private research university that has
led in academic, research, and health
care eminence extends far beyond its
beautiful campus, which is
headquartered in the beautiful Druid
Hills neighborhood of Atlanta, GA.
President Wagner has enhanced the
school’s reputation, recruiting a world-
class and diverse community of schol-
ars and researchers who have secured
an increased number of appointments
to national academies and an increased
amount of external research funding
that added up to more than $570 mil-
lion in 2015.

President Wagner guided the Emory
community in developing the univer-
sity’s first vision statement, which es-
tablished the foundation for a 10-year
strategic plan focused on strengthening
faculty distinction, ensuring the high-
est student quality, enhancing the stu-
dent experience, and exploring new
frontiers in science and technology.

President Wagner also led a fund-
raising campaign that resulted in the
investment of $1.7 billion in support of
the university’s initiatives in teaching,
research, scholarship, patient care, and
social action.

In short, President Wagner has ad-
vanced all aspects of the university’s
mission through the innovative design
and construction of a number of new
facilities to support health sciences re-
search, science education, residential
life, library resources, and patient
care.

I hope that President Wagner and I
will remain in touch wherever his next
step takes him, and I wish him and his
wife, Debbie, the very best.®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

————
EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
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